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ABSTRACT

If a detected orientation of a device is turned 180 degrees
from the upright direction, a three-dimensional image that
can be viewed normally as a stereoscopic view can be
displayed regardless of the orientation in which the device is
used, by turning images that are to be viewed respectively by
the left and right eyes, and inverting the arrangement of the
images that are to be viewed respectively by the left and

right eyes.
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1
IMAGE DISPLAY DEVICE AND IMAGE
DISPLAY METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image display device
and an image display method for displaying three-dimen-
sional image information in accordance with the orientation
of a three-dimensional display, for example.

2. Description of the Related Art

With a tablet PC having a two-dimensional display, if the
display screen of the two-dimensional display faces a user
and is then turned 90 degrees, an image displayed on the
screen is also turned 90 degrees in the opposite direction,
and the user can view the image in the same orientation
before and after the turning. That is to say, the tablet PC
having the two-dimensional display displays an image on its
display screen, with consideration given to the orientation of
the display screen of the two-dimensional display (e.g.,
whether the display screen is in a portrait orientation or a
landscape orientation). As for a tablet PC having a three-
dimensional display as well, it is desired that three-dimen-
sional display is performed, with consideration given to the
orientation of a display screen of the three-dimensional
display, as with the aforementioned tablet PC having the
two-dimensional display.

Japanese Patent No. 3426821 discloses a technique for
performing three-dimensional display with a mobile termi-
nal that is capable of parallax barrier three-dimensional
display, while the direction in which the barrier stripes of the
parallax barrier are generated, that is, the position of the
parallax barrier is switched dynamically, in accordance with
whether the three-dimensional display is in the portrait or
the landscape orientation.

With Japanese Patent No. 3426821, a three-dimensional
image can be displayed by electrically switching the position
of the parallax barrier with respect to the case where the
display screen is in the portrait orientation and the case
where the display screen is in the landscape orientation, such
that paired parallax images that are displayed by display
elements are viewed separately by predetermined eyes, that
is, so as to have a right image be viewed by the right eye and
a left image be viewed by the left eye. However, with a
three-dimensional display that is not configured to change
the position of the parallax barrier, if the user turns the
screen of a tablet PC from an upright state, he/she cannot
view an upright three-dimensional image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention was made in view of the above-
described conventional example, and provides an image
display device and an image display method for displaying
a three-dimensional image that can be viewed stereoscopi-
cally as originally intended, in accordance with the turning
of a screen.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an image display device comprising: a stereoscopic
screen which displays a left-eye image and an right-eye
image that reflect a parallax between left and right eyes of
a user; detection unit which detect an orientation of the
stereoscopic screen; and display control unit which display,
on the stereoscopic screen, the left-eye image and the
right-eye image in a predetermined direction and in a
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2

predetermined arrangement for the left eye and the right eye,
respectively, based on the orientation detected by the detec-
tion unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided an image display method for displaying a
left-eye image and a right-eye image that reflect a parallax
between left and right eyes of a user on a stereoscopic
screen, comprising: detecting an orientation of the stereo-
scopic screen; and causing the left-eye image and the
right-eye image to be displayed on the stereoscopic screen in
a predetermined direction and in a predetermined arrange-
ment for the left eye and the right eye, respectively, based on
the detected orientation.

According to the present invention, even in a state where
the device has been turned 180 degrees, three-dimensional
display is possible that can be viewed stereoscopically as in
a state where the device is in an upright state.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing an exemplary image
processing apparatus according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a three-dimensional dis-
play device 2 according to an embodiment in more detail.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a relationship between a
viewpoint and paired parallax images according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing exemplary functional blocks
of the image processing apparatus according to an embodi-
ment.

FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C are diagrams illustrating embodi-
ments of a three-dimensional image display control unit in
accordance with an orientation according to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of three-dimensional display control
in accordance with the orientation according to an embodi-
ment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the way a display image
is viewed when a display is turned 180 degrees.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a device orientation
detection sensor according to an embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating another embodiment of the
three-dimensional image display control unit.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of another embodiment of the
three-dimensional image display control.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a modification 1 of an
orientation specifying unit.

FIGS. 12A and 12B are diagrams illustrating a modifica-
tion 2 of the orientation specifying unit.

FIGS. 13A, 13B, 13C, and 13D are diagrams illustrating
another embodiment using a lenticular lens three-dimen-
sional display.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a relationship between
multiple viewpoints and multi-view images.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are diagrams illustrating the way an
image is viewed when a multi-view display is turned 180
degrees.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are diagrams illustrating another
embodiment of a multi-view three-dimensional image dis-
play control unit in accordance with orientations according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart of multi-view three-dimensional
display control in accordance with orientation according to
an embodiment.
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3
DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment
Definition

Prior to the description of the embodiments, terms used in
the present specification will be briefly described. A “two-
dimensional image” means a two-dimensional image that is
displayed by a display and shows a person or a diagram, for
example. A “three-dimensional image” means an image that
is displayed by a three-dimensional display so as to enable
stereoscopic viewing, and shows a person or a diagram, for
example. In the present embodiment, a three-dimensional
image is constituted by a plurality of two-dimensional
images having a parallax that is generated when the same
three-dimensional object is viewed at different angles. For
example, paired two-dimensional images with a parallax for
the left eye and the right eye are displayed with predeter-
mined display elements, that is, display elements respec-
tively for the right eye and left eye, and a three-dimensional
image is an image that can be stereoscopically viewed by a
user, who is an observer of these images, viewing the images
with his/her left and right eyes, respectively.

“Two-dimensional image information” and “three-dimen-
sional image information” means image information for
displaying the two-dimensional image and the three-dimen-
sional image, respectively. The three-dimensional image
information is constituted by at least a pair of pieces of
two-dimensional image information for the left eye and the
right eye. Assuming that pieces of two-dimensional image
information for the left eye and the right eye, respectively,
that originate from one viewpoint are a pair of pieces of
stereoscopic image information, some three-dimensional
image information includes pairs of pieces of stereoscopic
image information originating from multiple different view-
points, the number of pairs corresponding to the number of
viewpoints. For example, the former three-dimensional
image information is used in the parallax barrier method,
and the latter three-dimensional image information is used in
the multi-view lenticular lens method. A “parallax image”
means a pair of two-dimensional images that reflect the
aforementioned parallax between the left eye and the right
eye.

Configuration of Three-Dimensional Display

Next, the three-dimensional display will be briefly
described. The three-dimensional display used in the
embodiments of the present invention simultaneously dis-
plays multiple pieces of two-dimensional image information
as three-dimensional image information in a screen of its
display. Specifically, the two-dimensional image displayed
on the three-dimensional display is an image based on
multiple pieces of two-dimensional image information for at
least two images of a single object viewed from the respec-
tive viewpoints of the left eye and the right eye of the user,
and the three-dimensional display is provided with an opti-
cal mechanism for having the eyes view the respective
images from the viewpoints of the left eye and the right eye.

Hereinafter, a mode for carrying out the present invention
will be described using the drawings. The present embodi-
ment will be described, taking, as an example, an image
processing apparatus for performing three-dimensional dis-
play in a normal manner even when a user uses the display
while the display is turned 180 degrees. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto. Note that assuming
that the direction of the display at a certain time when the
user views the display screen of the display and the display
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4

screen of the display faces the user is an upright direction,
“using the display while the display is turned 180 degrees”
means that the display screen is viewed in a direction
opposite to the upright direction, that is, in an inverted
direction. That is to say, it means that the relative direction
of the display when the user views the display screen is
changed from the upright direction to the inverted direction.
This applies to the following description.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing an exemplary image
processing apparatus for carrying out the present invention.
In FIG. 1, the image processing apparatus in the present
embodiment has a general personal computer (hereinafter
referred to as a “PC”) 1, and acquires image information or
the like from a network line 110 or the like via a network
control unit 90. The image processing apparatus also has at
least a three-dimensional display device 2 for stereoscopi-
cally displaying a three-dimensional image based on the
three-dimensional image information.

The PC 1 is controlled by a CPU (Central Processing
Unit) 10. The PC 1 has a storage unit 80 that holds the
three-dimensional image information and programs or the
like used in the present embodiment. The PC 1 also has a
ROM (Read Only Memory) 60 that stores various settings
and programs and a RAM (Random Access Memory) 70 that
functions as a temporary storage means. The PC 1 also has
a network control unit 90 connected to a network line 110
such as a LAN. The three-dimensional display device 2 has
a three-dimensional display 30 that displays a three-dimen-
sional image. The three-dimensional display device 2 also
has a touch panel 40 on a display surface of the three-
dimensional display, and enables an image or a displayed
input key to be selected by a displayed three-dimensional
image being directly touched, and enables various input
operations to the PC by the user, similarly to an operation
input unit 55 constituted by keys and a mouse. An image
capture unit 20 is a camera, for example, and is provided in
the vicinity of the three-dimensional display 30 in order to
recognize the position of the user and the movement of the
user. The image capture unit 20 may be omitted in the
present embodiment. The three-dimensional display device
2 is further provided with an orientation detection unit 50
that detects an orientation (which can also be said as
inclination in the up-down direction) of the three-dimen-
sional display 30. Here, the detected orientation is repre-
sented by at least an orientation of a screen of the three-
dimensional display 30 varying with a turn of the three-
dimensional display 30 around an axis perpendicular to the
vertical direction. Regarding the orientation of the screen to
be detected, in practice, the lower side of the screen is
detected using a gravity sensor, or if the three-dimensional
display 30 is pivotably supported to a base, the direction
relative to the base is detected using a microswitch or the
like. The details will be described later.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the three-dimensional
display device 2 shown in FIG. 1 in more detail. A liquid
crystal display 300 of the parallax barrier three-dimensional
display 30 shown in FIG. 2 has, in front of the display
screen, an optical parallax barrier 160 for, on the lines of
sight of the left and right eyes, blocking light from the
display elements for the right and left eyes, respectively.

Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 2, optical paths from the
display pixels for the left eye are blocked by the parallax
barrier 160 as viewed from the right eye, and optical paths
from the display pixels for the right eye are blocked by the
parallax barrier 160 as viewed from the left eye. As a result,
each eye can independently view a different image for a
viewpoint that is separately photographed from the view-
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point of the corresponding eye, for example. That is to say,
a stereoscopic image is displayed.

For the sake of simplification of the description, the
three-dimensional display 30 in the present embodiment
performs monochromatic display, and an array of the display
pixels is expressed one-dimensionally in the following dia-
grams. Note that when simply stating a “viewpoint” in the
following description, it means the position of the eyes of
the user with respect to the position of the three-dimensional
display 30, and, with a single “viewpoint”, the right eye of
the user can view an image for the right eye (“right-eye
image”), and the left eye can view an image for the left eye
(“left-eye image™). To display a three-dimensional image, at
least one pair of the right-eye image and the left-eye image
with a predetermined parallax need only be displayed. FIG.
3 is a diagram showing a positional relationship between the
aforementioned viewpoint, and the right-eye image and the
left-eye image that are photographed as viewed by the user’s
eyes.

Functional Blocks of Image Processing Apparatus

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing exemplary blocks of image
processing functions of the image processing apparatus in
the present embodiment. In FIG. 4, an image information
input unit 400 inputs three-dimensional image information
from the network control unit 90 or the like, and stores the
three-dimensional image information in a three-dimensional
image information storage unit 401 when necessary. An
orientation specifying unit 402 is a processing unit for
specifying the orientation of the display device 2 based on
sensor output, which will be described later, of the orienta-
tion detection unit 50 mounted in the display device 2. A
three-dimensional image information conversion unit 403
retrieves the three-dimensional image information stored in
the three-dimensional image information storage unit 401 in
accordance with the specified orientation, and performs
processing for turning or the like by the necessary angle. The
three-dimensional image display control unit 404 performs
control for displaying the image information obtained by
performing conversion in the three-dimensional image infor-
mation conversion unit 403 in accordance with the specified
orientation, with predetermined display elements of the
three-dimensional display 30. Specifically, the image infor-
mation obtained by performing conversion with the three-
dimensional image information conversion unit 403 is writ-
ten in a so-called VRAM that holds right-eye display image
information or a VRAM that holds the left-eye display
image information. Note that drivers connected to display
elements that display the images for the left and right eyes
in the three-dimensional display 30 that are in one-to-one
correspondence with storage elements of the VRAMs are
driven physically, based on the image information stored for
the left and right eyes in the VRAMs at a fixed cycle, and
display is thus performed. Note that the three-dimensional
image information storage unit 401 is a part of the storage
unit 80, or the RAM 70 that temporarily holds images.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show an embodiment of the control for
reliably performing three-dimensional display in whatever
orientation the device is operated, according to the present
embodiment. FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of
the control. First, a detailed description will be given of the
case where the device in a normal lateral orientation (here-
inafter referred to as “laterally upright orientation™). Note
that in this example, the direction of the display device that
is to be parallel with the line of the left and right eyes in
order for the user to observe the screen of the three-
dimensional display device and obtain a stereoscopic view is
referred to as “lateral”, and the direction perpendicular
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thereto is referred to as “lengthwise”. The orientation of the
device when the lateral direction of the device is aligned
with the left-right direction of the user is the lateral orien-
tation. The orientation of the device when the lengthwise
direction of the device is aligned with the left-right direction
of'the user is the lengthwise orientation. That is to say, if the
device is in the lateral orientation, a stereoscopic view is
possible. The lengthwise and lateral directions of the device
are determined depending on the three-dimensional display
method. For example, in the case of the parallax barrier
method, the direction perpendicular to the longitudinal
direction of the barrier is the lateral direction, and in the case
of the lenticular lens method, the direction perpendicular to
the longitudinal direction of the lenticular lens is the lateral
direction. Although the lateral direction of many devices is
the longitudinal direction of the screen, this is not always the
case, and the above-defined lengthwise and lateral directions
of'the device are not directly associated with the aspect ratio
of the screen. There are two types of the lateral orientations
of the device that are different 180 degrees, one of which
will be called an upright (laterally upright) direction, and the
other will be called an inverted (laterally inverted) direction.

The three-dimensional display procedure in the present
embodiment will be described below in accordance with
FIG. 6. Initially, in step S602, the orientation specifying unit
402 determines whether the orientation of the device is
lengthwise or lateral, and if lateral, three-dimensional dis-
play is possible since the three-dimensional display 30
employs the parallax barrier method, and the processing
branches into step S603. In step S603, the three-dimensional
image display control unit 404 reads out left-eye image
information 501 to be displayed from the three-dimensional
image information storage unit 401, writes the read left-eye
image information 501 in a left-eye video RAM (hereinafter
referred to as “VRAM”) 504, similarly reads out right-eye
image information 502 from the three-dimensional image
information storage unit 401 and writes the right-eye image
information 502 in a right-eye VRAM 505.

Here, the display elements of the liquid crystal display
300 that constitutes the three-dimensional display 30 alter-
nately display the left-eye image and the right-eye image in
stripes in accordance with the position of the parallax barrier
160, and the left (right)-eye VRAM is a RAM that stores the
image information for driving all display elements that
display the left (right)-eye image whose positions are fixed
in the liquid crystal display 300 as described above. Accord-
ingly, in the case of a three-dimensional display capable of
color display, the left-eye (right-eye) VRAM is further
divided into VRAMSs for every color so as to correspond to
the positions of color filters provided in front of the liquid
crystal display elements.

In step S604, if the orientation specifying unit 402 further
determines that the direction of the device is the laterally
upright, the processing ends. As shown in FIG. 5A, the
image information written in the left-eye VRAM 504 is
connected to a driver 506 that drive the display elements for
the left-eye image in one-to-one correspondence, and simi-
larly, the image information written in the right-eye VRAM
505 is connected to a driver 507 that drives the display
elements for the right-eye image in one-to-one correspon-
dence. For this reason, the right-eye image is displayed as-is
by the display elements for the right eye, and the left-eye
image is displayed as-is by the display elements for the left
eye.

Next, a detailed description will be given to the case
where the device is in the laterally inverted orientation. In
step S604, if the orientation specifying unit 402 determines
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that the device is in the laterally inverted orientation, in
which the device is turned 180 degrees from the normal
laterally upright orientation, the processing branches into
step S605. In step S605, the three-dimensional image infor-
mation conversion unit 403 turns the image information for
the left eye and the right eye 180 degrees so as to display the
normal image in a state where the three-dimensional display
30 is in the inverted orientation.

Incidentally, FIG. 7 shows the way the image is viewed
when the parallax barrier three-dimensional display 30
shown in FIG. 2 has been turned 180 degrees, and the turned
right-eye image and the turned left-eye image are displayed
respectively with the display elements for the right eye and
the display element for the left eye. As described above, the
parallax barrier three-dimensional display 30 performs dis-
play by dividing the left-eye and right-eye images, and
accordingly, the positions of the liquid crystal display 300
and the barrier 160 for blocking the optical paths thereof are
mechanically fixed. Accordingly, when the device is in the
laterally inverted orientation, the user views the display with
the left and right being inverted with respect to the laterally
upright orientation, and therefore, if the images for the
respective eyes are turned 180 degrees, the display pixels
that display the left-eye image are viewed by the right eye,
and the display pixels that display the right-eye image are
viewed by the left eye.

When a parallax image is viewed with its left and right
being inverted at the time of three-dimensional display, the
depth direction is inverted such that the side away from the
user appears to be the side close to the user, and the side
close to the user appears to be the side away from the user.
However, since the rendering order does not change, an
image object that appears on the side close to the user is
hidden by the shade of an image object on the side away
from the user, and the display image thus has a very strange
appearance.

That is to say, three-dimensional display cannot be per-
formed correctly only by turning the image information 180
degrees in the three-dimensional image conversion unit 403.
For this reason, in the case where the device is in the
laterally inverted direction, in step S606, the three-dimen-
sional image display control unit 404 in the present inven-
tion writes the left-eye image information 508 that has been
turned 180 degrees in the three-dimensional image informa-
tion conversion unit 403 in the right-eye VRAM 505, and
similarly writes the right-eye image information 509 that has
been turned 180 degrees in the three-dimensional image
information conversion unit 403 in the left-eye VRAM 504.
That is to say, not only is the direction of the images aligned
with the direction of the display device, but the order of the
arrangement of the images is also changed in accordance
with the direction of the display device.

FIG. 5B shows the details thereof. The image information
for the left and right eyes is turned 180 degrees, and
thereafter, the turned left-eye image 508 and the turned
right-eye image 509 are written respectively to the right-eye
VRAM 505 and the left-eye VRAM 504, and are displayed
with the corresponding display elements by the correspond-
ing drivers 507 and 506. As a result, in FIG. 7, the left-eye
image that has been turned 180 degrees is displayed with the
display pixels for the right-eye image, which are viewed by
the left eye, and the right-eye image that has been turned 180
degrees is displayed with the display pixels for the left-eye
image, which are viewed by the right eye, and thus, the
originally-intended stereoscopic view of the three-dimen-
sional image is possible.
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Next, a detailed description will be given to a case where
the device is in the lengthwise orientation, that is, a case
where the direction to be aligned with the left-right direction
of the user in order to obtain a stereoscopic view is aligned
with the up-down direction of the user. If the orientation
specifying unit 402 determines in step S602 that the device
is in the lengthwise orientation, the processing branches into
step S607. Since the three-dimensional display 30 in the
present embodiment cannot perform three-dimensional dis-
play when in the lengthwise orientation, the three-dimen-
sional display 30 performs two-dimensional display when
the device is used in the lengthwise orientation in the present
embodiment. Accordingly, in step S607, the three-dimen-
sional image information conversion unit 403 reads out the
left (right)-eye image information from the three-dimen-
sional image information storage unit 401 and turns the
image information 90 degrees. Note that if the orientation
specifying unit 402 determines in step S608 that the device
is in the lengthwise orientation in which its upper side is its
left portion when in the lateral orientation (hereinafter
referred to as “left-up lengthwise orientation”), the process-
ing branches into step S610, the left-eye image information
510 that has been turned 90 degrees in the three-dimensional
image information conversion unit 403 is written in the
right-eye VRAM 505, and the same left-eye image infor-
mation 510 is written in the lefi-eye VRAM 504. If the
orientation specifying unit 402 determines in step S608 that
the device is in the lengthwise orientation in which its upper
side is its right portion when in the lateral orientation
(hereinafter referred to as “right-up lengthwise orientation™),
the processing branches into step S609, and the left (right)-
eye image information 510 that has been turned 270 degrees
in the three-dimensional image information conversion unit
403 is written in the right-eye video RAM (hereinafter
referred to as “VRAM”) 505 and the left-eye VRAM 504.

FIG. 5C shows the details thereof. The image information
for either the left or right eye is turned 90 degrees or 270
degrees, and is written in the right-eye VRAM 505 and the
left-eye VRAM 504. That is to say, the same image infor-
mation is written in these VRAMs. Then, the image infor-
mation is displayed with the corresponding display elements
by the corresponding driver 507 or 506. As a result, the same
image, which is obtained by turning an original image for
the left or right eye 90 (or 270) degrees is displayed with the
display pixels for the right-eye image and the display pixels
for the left-eye image. If the display device is used in the
lengthwise orientation, the respective pixels for the left and
right eyes are arranged in the lengthwise direction and
disposed alternatingly, and accordingly, the image for a
selected eye is two-dimensionally displayed, while the reso-
Iution in the left-right direction decreases.

As described above, the feature of the three-dimensional
image display control unit 404 in the present embodiment
lies in that it reads out the image information to be displayed
from the three-dimensional image information storage unit
401, converts the image information in the three-dimen-
sional image information conversion unit 403 in accordance
with the orientation, and performs control for the writing of
the converted image information to the left-eye VRAM 504
or the right-eye VRAM 505.

Note that if step S603 in FIG. 6 is moved so as to be
executed immediately after it is determined in step S604 that
the device is in the “normal direction”, it is not necessary to
needlessly execute step S603 anymore, which contributes to
speeding up the processing.

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary orientation detection means
used in the orientation detection unit 50 in the present
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embodiment. It is assumed that this detection unit is used so
as to be upright or in an oblique state with the lower side of
the display image being the lower side of the display unit,
while the user is in a position facing the display image
substantially from the direct front. In a tilt detection sensor
800, a liquid conductive material 802 such as mercury is
enclosed in a sealed container. Accordingly, the mercury
moves in the gravity direction in accordance with the
orientation thereof and makes a pair of electrodes conduc-
tive, which enables the tilt of the device to be detected. In the
case where there are four electrode pairs, namely pairs a, b,
¢, and d, and the three-dimensional display 30 performs
three-dimensional display in the normal orientation as
shown in a state 801, if the tilt detection sensor 800 is
attached to the back side of the three-dimensional display 30
as shown in the diagram, the electrode pair ¢ is conductive
as shown in a state 803. When the three-dimensional display
30 is in the laterally inverted orientation, the electrode pair
a is conductive as shown in a state 804. When the three-
dimensional display 30 is in the left-up lengthwise orienta-
tion, the electrode pair d is conductive as shown in a state
805. When the three-dimensional display 30 is in the right-
up lengthwise orientation, the electrode pair b is conductive
as shown in a state 806. Note that when the device is
horizontal, no electrode pair is conductive as shown in state
807. The orientation of the display when the device is
horizontal remains the orientation of the previous sate or it
is the laterally upright orientation. In steps S602, S604, and
S608 in FIG. 6, it is determined which state the device is in,
based on the state of conductivity of the electrode pairs. The
sensor 800 may also be configured to use a spindle that
remains in the vertical direction due to being supported
about an axis at a position other than the center of gravity,
in place of the mercury, and use a microswitch or the like
that is turned on when the spindle that pivots with respect to
the direction of the device comes into contact with the
microswitch or the like, in place of the electrode pairs. In
any case, this method detects the directional relationship
between the user and the device (screen), based on an
assumption that the up-down direction of the user coincides
with the up-down direction of the vertical line.

Alternatively, if the three-dimensional display is pivot-
ably supported about an axis to the base, the rotational phase
around the axis may be detected by a microswitch or the like,
and the result of this detection may be used as the detection
result of the detection unit 50. This method detects the
directional relationship between the user and the device,
based on an assumption that the up-down direction of the
user is fixed with respect to the base.

Alternatively, the orientation of the three-dimensional
image display device may be specified by a manual opera-
tion of the user, and the input thereof may be used as the
detection result. That is to say, if a specific gesture, e.g., a
gesture of the user for specifying a side that the user faces
is input from an operation panel of the three-dimensional
display 30, the orientation of the three-dimensional image
display device is specified in accordance with this gesture.
In any case, the orientation detection unit 50 can be realized
with various methods.

The above-described configuration realizes the image
display that is appropriate for the orientation of the three-
dimensional image display device. Accordingly, if the user
views the screen from the direction in which a stereoscopic
view is possible, a three-dimensional image can be dis-
played such that a stereoscopic view is possible. Further, if
the user views the screen from the direction in which a
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stereoscopic view is not possible, a two-dimensional image
can be displayed on the screen.

If a display object is a moving image, an application of the
procedure in FIG. 6 to each frame of the moving image
causes a large load, and the frame rate of the moving image
may possibly not be able to be maintained, depending on the
performance of the device. For this reason, the operation in
FIG. 6 is executed prior to reproduction of the moving
image, and in steps S603, S605, S606, S607, S609, and S610
in FIG. 6, the above-executed operation is not performed. In
steps S603, S606, and S610, the VRAMs that store the
right-eye image information and the left-eye image infor-
mation are stored, and in steps S605, S607, and S609, a
turning angle of the image information is stored. Note that
the preset value of the turning angle is 0. Upon reproduction
of the moving image being started, the image information of
each frame is turned in accordance with the turning angle
stored in the procedure in FIG. 6, and the image information
is stored in the storage destination VRAM. Thus, a quick
moving image reproduction is possible.

Modification of Three-Dimensional Display Control

FIG. 9 shows another embodiment, which is a modifica-
tion of the three-dimensional display control, and FIG. 10
shows a flowchart of the procedure of this control. The
control in this embodiment in the case where the device is
in the lengthwise orientation is the same as that in the prior
embodiment, and accordingly will not be described. FIG. 9
shows only the case where the device is in the lateral
direction.

In step S606, the three-dimensional image display control
unit 404 reads out the left-eye image information 501 to be
displayed from the three-dimensional image information
storage unit 401, writes the read left-eye image information
501 in the left-eye video RAM (hereinafter referred to as
VRAM) 504, similarly reads out the right-eye image infor-
mation 502 from the three-dimensional image information
storage unit 401, and writes the read right-eye image infor-
mation 502 in the right-eye VRAM 505. In the prior
embodiment, the left (right)-eye VRAM is associated with
the driver that drives the display elements for the left
(right)-eye image in a fixed manner in one-to-one corre-
spondence, while the feature of the present embodiment lies
in that there are two modes, namely a normal mode 905 in
which the image information in the left (right)-eye VRAM
is connected to the driver that drives the display elements for
the left (right)-eye image, and an inverted mode 906 in
which the image information in the left (right)-eye VRAM
is connected to the driver that drives the display elements for
the right (left)-eye image, and the mode is switched ther-
ebetween in accordance with the orientation of the device.
First, in step S1001, the three-dimensional image display
control unit 404 initializes both of the VRAMSs and the
display element drivers to the normal mode 905.

In step S602 and step S604, if the direction of the device
is the laterally upright direction, the orientation specifying
unit 402 ends the processing. On the other hand, if the
orientation specifying unit 402 determines in step S604 that
the device is in the laterally inverted direction, which is
turned 180 degrees from the laterally upright direction, the
processing branches into step S605. In order to three-
dimensionally display a normal image in a state where the
display is in an inverted state, in step S605, the three-
dimensional image conversion unit 403 turns the image
information 180 degrees.
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Furthermore, in step S1002, the three-dimensional image
display control unit 404 switches the mode of both of the
VRAMs and the display element drivers to the inverted
mode 906.

That is to say, regarding the three-dimensional image
information, a pair of the left-eye image information and the
right-eye image information is turned 180 degrees and
subjected to the turning processing, and thereafter, the
display elements for the left eye are driven based on the
image information written in the right-eye VRAM, and the
display elements for the right eye are driven based on the
image information written in the left-eye VRAM. Accord-
ingly, the image can be three-dimensionally displayed in a
normal manner using the display 30 in the laterally inverted
orientation.

An advantage of the present embodiment is that the same
storage area prepared for the left and right eyes respectively
can always be used, regardless of the orientation of the
device, at the time of the three-dimensional image conver-
sion processing, the reading out of the images for the left and
right eyes from the three-dimensional image information
storage unit, and the writing processing to both VRAMs.

Thus, in this modification, the image information for the
left and right eyes are not stored in an inverse manner, i.e.,
stored respectively in the right-eye and left-eye VRAMs, but
the associations between the VRAMs and the drivers (i.e.,
display elements) are interchanged for the right and left
eyes, without changing the association between the image
information and the VRAM s for the right and left eyes. The
result is the same as that in the prior embodiment. However,
in this modification, in particular, the storage destinations of
the image information do not need to be interchanged, and
only the switching of a bus between the VRAMs and the
drivers is necessary, which enables quick processing.

Modification 1 of Orientation Specifying Unit

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a modification of the
orientation specifying unit 402 of the three-dimensional
image display device. The prior embodiment uses the tilt
detection sensor 800 in the orientation detection unit 50,
while in this modification, the user is photographed using the
image capture unit 20 mounted in the display device 2,
image recognition is performed on the face of the photo-
graphed user, and the orientation of the device is specified
from the orientation of the face obtained as a result of the
recognition. The user photographed by the image capture
unit 20 located in the upper lateral center of the three-
dimensional display 30 is as shown in an image 1101 when
the device is in the laterally upright orientation, as shown in
an image 1103 when the device is in the laterally inverted
orientation, as shown in an image 1104 when the device is
in the right-up lengthwise orientation, and as shown in an
image 1102 when the device is in the left-up lengthwise
orientation.

With a known technique for recognizing a person’s face,
e.g., by recognizing the eyes and the mouth of a person with
a pattern matching method, the eyes can be recognized at
positions 1105 and 1106, and the mouth can be recognized
at a position 1107. Here, assuming that the centers of gravity
of these eyes and mouth are P1, P2, and PO, respectively, a
substantially isosceles triangle shown with a broken line is
obtained by connecting these three points. The orientation of
the face conforms to the position of the mouth, that is, the
orientation of the vertex PO of the isosceles triangle. That is
to say, the orientation of the device can be specified as the
laterally upright orientation if the vertex PO is on the lower
side of a landscape photographic screen, specified as the
laterally inverted orientation if the vertex PO is on the upper
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side, specified as the right-up lengthwise orientation if the
vertex PO is on the left side, and specified as the left-up
lengthwise orientation if the vertex PO is on the right side.
All the determinations by the orientation specifying unit 402
in step S602, step S604, and step S608 in the prior embodi-
ment conform to the results of the above specifications. With
this method, the positional relationship between the user and
the screen can be directly detected without making any
particular assumption.

Although the specification cannot be performed if the
device is horizontal in the prior embodiment, this modifi-
cation has an advantage in that the specification is substan-
tially possible even when the device is horizontal.

Modification 2 of Orientation Specifying Unit

FIGS. 12A and 12B are diagrams illustrating a modifica-
tion 2 for specifying the orientation of the device. The prior
embodiment uses the tilt detection sensor 800 in the orien-
tation detection unit 50, while in the modification 2, the
orientation of the device is specified using an acceleration
sensor in the orientation detection unit 50. The acceleration
sensor used in the modification 2 can obtain acceleration
components in X, Y, and Z directions. The orientation of the
device is determined to be any of the laterally upright
orientation, the laterally inverted orientation, the right-up
lengthwise orientation, and the left-up lengthwise orienta-
tion, based on the orientation of the gravity detected by the
acceleration sensor.

The gravity direction of the device can be regarded as the
orientation of a vector of the sum of the accelerations on an
X axis, a y axis, and a z axis, with use of a large amount of
the acceleration data regarding these axes that is detected
within a predetermined period of time. Accordingly, in FIG.
12A, assuming that the accelerations on the respective axes
obtained from the acceleration sensor in step S1201 at a
sampling time 1 are:
x-axis acceleration: Ax|[i]
y-axis acceleration: Ayl[i]
z-axis acceleration: Az[i]
the sums obtained by adding together N pieces of the
acceleration data from sampling times 1 to N in step S1202
are expressed as follows:

ASx=%,_ Ndx[i]
ASy=2,_ Ndyfi]

ASz=%, Naz[i]
The gravity vector G is expressed as follows:
G=(gx,gy,87)=(ASx,ASy,ASz)

In step S1203, if it is determined that measured values
from N times of measurement have been integrated, in step
S1204, the components in the respective axes of the gravity
vector G are binarized using a predetermined threshold
value, and the direction of the device can be determined to
be any one of the four directions in accordance with which
side of the device the gravity vector G is directed toward.
Alternatively, since the directions of the respective axes are
fixed with respect to the three-dimensional image display
device, assuming that the x and y axes respectively indicate
the lengthwise and lateral directions of the screen, and that
the z axis indicates the depth direction of the screen, for
example, the z component of the acceleration can be disre-
garded in the determination of the orientation of the screen
(in other words, the acceleration sensor may be a two-axis
sensor for detecting the two axes other than the z axis). For
this reason, the axis of the larger value of ASx and ASy
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forms a smaller angle with the vertical line. That is to say,
it can be determined that the three-dimensional image dis-
play device is held with this axis being the lengthwise
direction. It is thereby possible to determine whether the
three-dimensional image display device is in the laterally
upright orientation, the laterally inverted orientation, the
right-up lengthwise orientation, or the left-up lengthwise
orientation. A table 1210 in FIG. 12B indicates the results of
the binarization of the obtained gravity vector and the
orientations of the device specified from each result.

As in the prior embodiment, if it is determined that the
device is horizontal, the orientation of the device is consid-
ered to be the previously obtained orientation or the laterally
upright orientation. All the determinations by the orientation
specifying unit 402 in step S602, step S604, and step S608
in the prior embodiment conform to the orientation speci-
fication results indicated in the table 1210.

The present modification has an advantage in that an
inexpensive acceleration sensor can be used, the orientation
of the device can be specified with a smaller number of
calculation times, and the originally intended usage of the
image capture means used in the prior modification is not
obstructed.

The above-described embodiment takes, as an example,
the display device that displays the right-eye image and the
left-eye image in alternating pixel lines. However, even
when the right-eye image and the left-eye image are collec-
tively displayed on the right side and the left side respec-
tively as viewed by the user to obtain a so-called stereo
image, an omnidirectional stereoscopic view can be realized
by replacing the images in accordance with the orientation
of'the display such that the left and right images are disposed
on the left side and the right side respectively of the user.

Second Embodiment

Another Embodiment Using Lenticular Lens
Multi-View Display

Although the prior embodiment was described in detail
using an example of using the parallax barrier three-dimen-
sional display, the present invention is also applicable in the
case of using a lenticular lens multi-view display. First, a
lenticular lens multi-view display will be described using
FIGS. 13Ato 13D. A lenticular lens multi-view display used
as a three-dimensional display 30 in FIG. 13A has a liquid
crystal display 300 and lenticular lenses 301 that are pro-
vided over the entire surface of the liquid crystal display
300. The lenticular lens multi-view display further has a
touch panel 40 over the entire surface thereof, and has an
image capture device 20 on the screen at the center thereof.
Note that if orientation detection is not performed with the
image capture unit 20, the image capture unit 20 does not
need to be provided.

FIG. 13B shows the lenticular lenses 301 and display
pixels whose relative positions are guaranteed for displaying
a multi-view three-dimensional image. FIG. 13B is a cross-
sectional view taken by laterally cutting the three-dimen-
sional display 30. The three-dimensional display 30 in FIG.
13B enables display of a multi-view three-dimensional
image in the case where the user views the three-dimen-
sional display 30 from six viewpoints. That is to say, each
lenticular lens covers a set of 7 display pixels from a pixel
302 to a pixel 303 within one pixel line. Note that since the
lenticular lenses extend in the lengthwise orientation,
assuming that the number of lines is L, the number of pixels
covered by one lenticular lens is 7 pixelsxL lines. All lines
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are configured similarly as shown in FIG. 13B. Although the
three-dimensional display 30 is realized with a publicly-
known technique and is capable of color display, the three-
dimensional display 30 performs monochromatic display
and is a one-dimensional display for the sake of simplifica-
tion in the following description.

FIGS. 13C and 13D show the pixels that can be viewed
when a person views the pixels from different viewpoints 1
and 4, respectively. That is to say, due to the optical
characteristics of the lenticular lenses 301, the right eye of
the user at the viewpoint 1 can only view pixels 2, and the
left eye of the user at the viewpoint 1 can only view pixels
1. The right eye of the user at the viewpoint 4 can only view
pixels 5, and the left eye of the user at the viewpoint 4 can
only view pixels 4. Since parallax images corresponding to
the respective viewpoints are displayed with a set of seven
elements, and one three-dimensional image is displayed
using two adjacent pixels, a stereoscopic view from six
different viewpoints is possible in the case where a set of
seven pixels are covered with a lenticular lens as in this
example. The principle of such three-dimensional image
display with lenticular lenses is known, and is not described
in further detail in the present specification. FIG. 14 shows
a relationship between an object and image 1 to image 7 that
can be viewed by the left and right eyes of the user from the
respective viewpoints.

To obtain a three-dimensional image that is three-dimen-
sionally displayed at each viewpoint, a pair of two-dimen-
sional images corresponding to respective images that are
viewed by the left and right eyes of the user are photo-
graphed. To three-dimensionally display the same object
from viewpoints 1 to 6 in a successive manner, an image N
that is viewed by the left eye of the user at a viewpoint N (N
is an integer of any of 1 to 6) is the same as an image that
is viewed by the right eye of the user from a viewpoint N-1.
Note that in the present invention, an entire image displayed
by the three-dimensional display, that is, all displayed image
objects are collectively referred to as the “object”. If two-
dimensional image information that indicates these images
is divided and displayed with liquid crystal display pixels
whose relative positions with respect to the lenticular lens
301 are maintained, the same stereoscopic image as that
when the object is viewed from each viewpoint shown in
FIG. 14 can be viewed. That is to say, the pixel 1 shown in
FIGS. 13C and 13D is a part of the two-dimensional image
information that indicates a two-dimensional image (image
1) photographed on the left side of the viewpoint 1, and the
pixel 2 is a part of the two-dimensional image information
that indicates a two-dimensional image (image 2) photo-
graphed on the right side of the viewpoint 1. The pixel 4 is
a part of the two-dimensional image information that indi-
cates a two-dimensional image (image 4) photographed on
the left side of the viewpoint 4, and the pixel 5 is a part of
the two-dimensional image information that indicates a
two-dimensional image (image 5) photographed on the right
side of the viewpoint 4.

Incidentally, FIGS. 15A and 15B show how an image is
viewed in the case where the lenticular lens multi-view
images display is turned 180 degrees. As in the prior
embodiment, the lenticular lens and the display pixels main-
tain a fixed optical positional relationship, and accordingly,
the left eye at a viewpoint 3 in FIG. 15A can view the image
4, and the right eye at the viewpoint 3 can view the image
5. Compared with the relationship between the viewpoints
and the images viewed by the user shown in FIG. 14, the
image cannot be viewed as a normal three-dimensional
image in FIG. 15A since, although originally the image 3
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and the image 4 need to be displayed for the left eye and the
right eye respectively at the viewpoint 3 to obtain a normal
three-dimensional image, the viewpoints and the left and
right images are inverted. That is to say, in order to normally
perform multi-view three-dimensional display even when
the device is in the laterally inverted orientation, it is
necessary to turn the image information 180 degrees and
cause a display element that displays the image N when in
the laterally upright orientation to display an image (8-N).
FIG. 15B similarly shows that the images viewed by the left
and right eyes from the viewpoint 6 are images 1 and 2,
respectively. As shown in FIG. 13C, the images 1 and 2 are
to be images that are viewed by the left eye and the right eye
respectively at the viewpoint 1, accordingly the correspon-
dence between the viewpoint and the images is different
from its original correspondence, and moreover, the left and
the right are opposite, which results in inversion in the depth
direction.

FIGS. 16A and 16B show examples of multi-view three-
dimensional display control in accordance with the orienta-
tion of the device in the present embodiment, and FIG. 17
shows a flowchart of the control procedure. In step S602, the
orientation specifying unit 402 determines whether the ori-
entation of the device is lengthwise or lateral, and if lateral,
the three-dimensional display 30 can perform three-dimen-
sional display with the lenticular lens method, and accord-
ingly the processing branches into step S1701. In step
S1701, in order to display a three-dimensional image from
six viewpoints to be displayed, the three-dimensional image
display control unit 404 reads out seven pieces of image
information, namely image information 1601 for the image
1 to image information 1602 for the image 7 from the
three-dimensional image information storage unit 401, and
writes respective pieces of the read image information in a
VRAM 1603 for the image 1 to a VRAM 1604 for the image
7.

In step S604, if the orientation specifying unit 402 further
determines that the direction is the laterally upright direc-
tion, the processing ends. As shown in FIGS. 16 A and 16B,
the image information written in the VRAM 1603 for the
image 1 to the VRAM 1604 for the image 7 is directly
connected to a driver that drives a display element 1607 for
the image 1 to a driver 1605 that drives a display element
1608 for the image 7 in one-to-one correspondence. Accord-
ingly, in a state where the device is in the laterally upright
orientation, a continuous three-dimensional image can be
displayed when the user views the images from the six
viewpoints.

Next, a detailed description will be given to the case
where the device is in the horizontally inverted orientation.
If the orientation specifying unit 402 determines in step
S604 that the device is in the laterally inverted orientation,
the processing branches to step S1702. To correctly display
a multi-view three-dimensional image in a state where the
three-dimensional display 30 is inverted, first, in step S1702,
the three-dimensional image information conversion unit
403 turns the image information 1601 for the image 1 to the
image information 1602 for the image 7 180 degrees.

Note that when the device is used in the laterally inverted
orientation, as described above, three-dimensional display
cannot be correctly performed only by turning the image
information 180 degrees in the three-dimensional image
information conversion unit 403 in step 1702. Therefore, the
three-dimensional image display control unit 404 reads out
the image information 1601 for the image 1 to the image
information 1602 for the image 7 that has been turned 180
degrees in the three-dimensional image conversion unit 403
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in step 1703, and, conversely to the case of the laterally
upright orientation, writes the image information 1601 for
the image 1 in the VRAM 1604 for displaying the image 7,
writes the image information for the image 2 in the VRAM
for displaying the image 6, writes the image information for
the image 3 in the VRAM for displaying the image 5, writes
the image information for the image 4 in the VRAM for
displaying the image 4, writes the image information for the
image 5 in the VRAM for displaying the image 3, writes the
image information for the image 6 in the VRAM for
displaying the image 2, and writes the image information
1602 for the image 7 in the VRAM 1603 for displaying the
image 1. That is to say, the images are turned 180 degrees,
and additionally, the order of the images for the respective
viewpoints is also reversed. Note that this also applies to the
first embodiment, and if a focus is placed only on the
relationship between the orientation of the three-dimen-
sional image display device and processing of the image
information, the processing that is the same as in the present
embodiment in the case where the number of viewpoints is
1 is performed in the first embodiment.

Note that the three-dimensional display in the present
embodiment cannot perform three-dimensional display
when in the lengthwise direction, and it is also difficult to
perform two-dimensional display due to the lenticular
lenses. For this reason, it is detected whether the device is in
the laterally upright orientation or the laterally inverted
orientation, and only the switching of the above-described
three-dimensional display control is performed.

Other Embodiments

The present embodiment discloses an example in which
three-dimensional display cannot be performed when the
device is in the lengthwise orientation. However, in the case
of a three-dimensional image display with which the direc-
tion of the parallax barrier can be electrically changed to the
orthogonal direction when the device is in the lengthwise
orientation, for example, the device used in the right-up
lengthwise orientation and the device used in the left-up
lengthwise orientation are in completely the same 180-
degree relationship as the relationship between the laterally
upright orientation and the laterally inverted orientation that
are described above according to the optical characteristics
of this three-dimensional image display, and therefore, nor-
mal three-dimensional display can be performed by carrying
out the present invention similarly as described above.

Although the present embodiment discloses a technique
for performing three-dimensional display control in unit of
paired parallax images for the respective viewpoints, in the
case where a pair of parallax images is handled as a whole
as a single piece of image information to perform display in
the laterally inverted orientation, for example, three-dimen-
sional display can be normally performed as in the present
embodiments of the present invention if the display posi-
tions can be adjusted by turning these whole images 180
degrees such that the respective display pixels for the
left-eye and right-eye images display the opposite images.

Embodiments of the present invention can also be realized
by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads out and
executes computer executable instructions recorded on a
storage medium (e.g., non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium) to perform the functions of one or more of
the above-described embodiments of the present invention,
and by a method performed by the computer of the system
or apparatus by, for example, reading out and executing the
computer executable instructions from the storage medium



US 9,465,224 B2

17

to perform the functions of one or more of the above-
described embodiments. The computer may comprise one or
more of a central processing unit (CPU), micro processing
unit (MPU), or other circuitry, and may include a network of
separate computers or separate computer processors. The
computer executable instructions may be provided to the
computer, for example, from a network or the storage
medium. The storage medium may include, for example, one
or more of a hard disk, a random-access memory (RAM), a
read only memory (ROM), a storage of distributed comput-
ing systems, an optical disk (such as a compact disc (CD),
digital versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a
flash memory device, a memory card, and the like.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-048490, filed Mar. 11, 2013 which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. An image display device comprising:

a stereoscopic screen which displays a left-eye image and
an right-eye image that reflect a parallax between left
and right eyes of a user;

a detection unit which detects an orientation of the
stereoscopic screen; and

a display control unit which displays, on the stereoscopic
screen, the left-eye image and the right-eye image in a
predetermined direction and in a predetermined
arrangement for the left eye and the right eye, respec-
tively, based on the orientation detected by the detec-
tion unit,

wherein if the orientation detected by the detection unit is
an upright direction, the display control unit causes the
left-eye image and the right-eye image to be displayed
in the upright direction in a predetermined arrangement
in which the left-eye image and the right-eye image can
be viewed by the left and right eyes respectively of the
user, and if the detected orientation is a direction
opposite to the upright direction, the display control
unit turns the left-eye image and the right-eye image
180 degrees from the upright direction, and causes the
left-eye image and the right-eye image to be displayed
in an arrangement that is the inverse of the predeter-
mined arrangement.

2. The image display device according to claim 1, wherein
the stereoscopic screen displays the left-eye image and the
right-eye image with a parallax barrier method, and

wherein if the detected orientation is a direction perpen-
dicular to the upright direction, the display control unit
turns one of the left-eye image and the right-eye image
in the detected direction, and causes the turned image
to be displayed as the left-eye image and the right-eye
image.

3. The image display device according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a storage unit for each of the left-eye image and the

right-eye image,

wherein the stereoscopic screen displays an image stored
in the storage unit for the left-eye image as the left-eye
image, and displays an image stored in the storage unit
for the right-eye image as the right-eye image,

wherein if the orientation detected by the detection unit is
the upright direction, the display control unit causes the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18
left-eye image and the right-eye image to be displayed
in the upright direction in the predetermined arrange-
ment by storing the left-eye image and the right-eye
image in the storage unit for the left-eye image and the
storage unit for the right-eye image, respectively, and
wherein if the detected orientation is the direction oppo-
site to the upright direction, the display control unit
causes the right-eye image and the left-eye image to be
displayed in an arrangement that is the inverse of the
predetermined arrangement by turning the left-eye
image and the right-eye image 180 degrees from the
upright direction, storing the right-eye image in the
storage unit for the left-eye image, and storing the
left-eye image in the storage unit for the right-eye
image.

4. The image display device according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a storage unit having a storage unit for each of the left-eye

image and the right-eye image,

wherein the stereoscopic screen displays an image stored

in a selected storage unit as the left-eye image, and
displays an image stored in the other storage unit as the
right-eye image,

wherein if the orientation detected by the detection unit is

the upright direction, the display control unit causes the
left-eye image and the right-eye image to be displayed
in the upright direction in the predetermined arrange-
ment by storing the left-eye image and the right-eye
image in the storage unit for the left-eye image and the
storage unit for the right-eye image, respectively, and
setting the storage unit for storing the right-eye image
as the selected storage unit, and

wherein if the detected orientation is the direction oppo-

site to the upright direction, the display control unit
causes the left-eye image and the right-eye image to be
displayed in an arrangement that is the inverse of the
predetermined arrangement by turning the left-eye
image and the right-eye image 180 degrees from the
upright direction, storing the turned left-eye image and
the turned right-eye image in the storage unit for the
left-eye image and the storage unit for the right-eye
image, respectively, and setting the storage unit for
storing the left-eye image as the selected storage unit.
5. The image display device according to claim 1, wherein
the stereoscopic screen displays images corresponding to a
plurality of viewpoints as the left-eye image and the right-
eye image in an arrangement corresponding to directions of
the respective viewpoints, with a lenticular lens method,
wherein if the orientation detected by the detection unit is
the upright direction, the display control unit causes the
images corresponding to the respective viewpoints to
be displayed in the upright direction in a predetermined
arrangement in which the left-eye image and the right-
eye image at each of the viewpoints can be viewed by
the left and right eyes respectively of the user, and

wherein if the detected orientation is the direction oppo-
site to the upright direction, the display control unit
turns the images corresponding to the respective view-
points 180 degrees from the upright direction and
displays the images in an arrangement that is the
inverse of the predetermined arrangement.

6. The image display device according to claim 1, wherein
the detection unit has a sensor for detecting a vertical
direction, and detects that the device is in the upright
direction if a predetermined side of the stereoscopic screen
is aligned with the vertical direction.
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7. The image display device according to claim 1, wherein
the detection unit has a sensor for detecting a direction in
which the user is present.

8. An image display method for displaying a left-eye
image and a right-eye image that reflect a parallax between
left and right eyes of a user on a stereoscopic screen,
comprising:

detecting an orientation of the sterecoscopic screen; and

displaying the left-eye image and the right-eye image on

the stereoscopic screen in a predetermined direction
and in a predetermined arrangement for the left eye and
the right eye, respectively, based on the detected ori-
entation,

wherein the displaying includes performing, if the orien-

tation detected by the detection is an upright direction,
a first process of displaying the left-eye image and the
right-eye image in the upright direction in a predeter-
mined arrangement in which the left-eye image and the
right-eye image can be viewed by the left and right eyes
respectively of the user, and performing, if the detected
orientation is a direction opposite to the upright direc-
tion, a second process of turning the left-eye image and
the right-eye image 180 degrees from the upright
direction and displaying the left-eye image and the
right-eye image in an arrangement that is the inverse of
the predetermined arrangement.

9. An image display device for displaying an image for a
left eye of a user and an image for a right eye of the user, the
images for the left eye and the right eye reflecting a parallax
between the left and right eyes of the user, comprising:

a stereo display;

a detection unit which detects an orientation of the image

display device; and

a display control unit which displays the image for the left

eye and the image for the right eye on the stereo display
in a first arrangement according to the detected orien-
tation being a first direction, wherein, in the first
arrangement, the image for the left eye is displayed on
first locations of the stereo display and the image for the
right eye is displayed on second locations of the stereo
display,

wherein the display control unit displays the image for the

left eye and the image for the right eye on the stereo
display in a second arrangement according to the
detected orientation being a second direction opposite
to the first direction, wherein, in the second arrange-
ment, the image for the left eye is displayed on the
second locations of the stereo display and the image for
the right eye is displayed on the first locations of the
stereo display.

10. The image display device according to claim 9,
wherein the display control unit rotates the images for the
left and right eyes 180 degrees and displays the rotated
images for the left and right eyes on the stereco display
according to the detected orientation being the second
direction.

11. An image display device for displaying an image
including a first image part for a left eye of a user and a
second image part for a right eye of the user, the first and
second image parts reflecting a parallax between the left and
right eyes of the user, comprising:

a stereo display;

a display control unit which displays the image on the

stereo display in a first arrangement, wherein, in the
first arrangement, the first image part is displayed on a
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first locations of the stereo display and the second
image part is displayed on a second locations of the
stereo display; and

a detection unit which detects an orientation of the image
display device,

wherein the display control unit displays the image on the
stereo display in a second arrangement according to the
detection of the orientation of the image display device
having been rotated 180 degrees, wherein, in the sec-
ond arrangement, the first image part is displayed on
the second locations of the stereo display and the
second image part is displayed on the first locations of
the stereo display.

12. The image display device according to claim 11,
wherein the display control unit displays a version of the
image that has been rotated 180 degrees on the stereo display
in the second arrangement according to the detection of the
orientation of the image display device having been rotated
180 degrees, wherein, in the second arrangement, the first
image part is displayed on the second locations of the stereo
display and the second image part is displayed on the first
locations of the stereo display.

13. The image display device according to claim 12,
wherein the display control unit obtains the version of the
image having been rotated 180 degrees by rotating the first
and second image parts 180 degrees according to the detec-
tion of the orientation of the image display device having
been rotated 180 degrees.

14. A handheld device comprising:

a stereoscopic screen which displays a first image and a
second image that reflect a parallax between left and
right eyes of a user;

a detector for detecting an orientation of the handheld
device; and

a display controller for displaying on the stereoscopic
screen, in an arrangement based on the detected orien-
tation, the first image and the second image, which
have been rotated based on the detected orientation, for
the left eye and the right eye, respectively.

15. The handheld device according to claim 14, wherein
(a) if the detected orientation is a first direction, the display
controller displays the first image and the second image on
the stereoscopic screen in a predetermined arrangement in
which the first image and the second image can be viewed
by the left and right eyes respectively of the user, and (b) if
the detected orientation is in a second direction opposite to
the first direction, the display controller rotates the first
image and the second image by 180 degrees, and displays
the first image and the second image rotated by 180 degrees
on the stereoscopic screen in an arrangement that is the
inverse of the predetermined arrangement.

16. The handheld device according to claim 15, wherein,
if the detected orientation is a direction perpendicular to the
first direction, the display controller rotates one of the first
image and the second image by 90 degrees, and displays the
image rotated by 90 degrees on the stereoscopic screen as
both the left-eye image and the right-eye image.

17. The handheld device according to claim 14, wherein
the detector comprises a sensor for detecting a vertical
direction, and detects that the orientation of the handheld
device is the first direction if a particular side of the
handheld device is determined, by means of the sensor, to be
aligned with the vertical direction.
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